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Book Reviews

New Directions in American Indian History. Edited by Colin G. Calloway. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988, x + 262 pp. Charts, tables, notes,
bibliography, index. $29.50.)
This book is the first in a new bibliographic series sponsored by the D'Arcy
McNickle Center of the Newberry Library with the goal of helping scholars
keep abreast of the current trends in Native American history. Given the fact
that nearly five hundred books and articles are published each year on some
facet of this topic, the series meets a pressing need in the field. Colin G.
Calloway, the editor, has grouped the nine chapters into two categories. These
are "Recent Trends," with essays on quantification, women, Metis history, the
.Southern Plains, law and the twentieth century; and "Emerging Fields," with
contributions on language study, economics, and Indian religious developments. The nine contributions inform scholars of significant work since 1983.
As with any multi-author compilation, the essays vary widely in scope
and quality. With material about tribal people in both the United States and
Canada, the chapter on Metis people by Dennis F. K. Madril! offers the most
insights for historians. It includes topics from the origins of mixed-blood communities to the legal and constitutional issues of the 1980s. Detailed, analytical,
and ranging over the scholarship in both countries, this chapter is a model for
others doing historiography to emulate. The authors discussing quantitative
methods criticize historians mildly for ignoring the social and demographic
data available in federal records. While they recognize the difficulties inherent
in these records, they fail to give much useful direction fOf scholars trying to
utilize that material. The essays on legal issues and on economic ideas present
competent discussions and valuable insights.
91
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This book would have been more successful had the author offered some
criteria for his choice of topics and of contributors. At least four of the chapters
are discipline-based, while some focus on topics. The essay on the Southern
Plains considers a geographic region, while that on the twentieth century
examines a chronological era. There is nothing particularly wrong with this
mix, but the editor could have made the collection more useful by tying the
disparate approaches together more clearly than he did. The mixture of contributors from library directors and research scholars on the one hand to assistant professors and even a graduate student on the other, results in a degree
of unevenness in the coverage and quality of the chapters. Despite these difficulties, this collection provides interested scholars a convenient source for
current work on American Indians.
Roger L. Nichols
University of Arizona

Indian Agriculture in America: Prehistory to the Present. By R. Douglas Hurt.
(Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1988. xii + 290 pp. Illustrations, map,
notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
R. Douglas Hurt, a noted historian of American agriculture and technology, has produced a very thorough and readable account of American Indian
agriculture. The scope of this work is truly impressive. Hurt draws together
information from a number of disciplines in chronicling the origins, distribution, crops, and methods of aboriginal Indian agriculture in Mesoamerica
and in the continental United States. Hurt provides a succinct discussion of
differing Indian concepts of land tenure that is indispensable for understanding
the events which transpired once Euro-Americans arrived on the scene.
The bulk of this book revolves around the implementation of United States
federal Indian policies aimed at transforming Native Americans into self-sufficient yeoman farmers and farm families during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Hurt chronicles the underlying agrarian bent of removal, reservation, allotment, tribal revitalization, and termination and their impact on Native American societies and economies. He surveys a broad range of tribal
groups from disparate environments and their experiences with these federal
policies. Hurt argues that tribes with an aboriginal farming subsistence component were more willing to accept agricultural settlement and were initially
more successful in farming. Other tribes were less willing to abandon their
diversified subsistence economies for the vagaries of a single mode of production alien to their social and economic strategies.
Ultimately, few tribal groups established successful agricultural economies. Hurt does an excellent job of enumerating the reasons why Indian farming
proved such a failure by the 1930s-inconsistent agricultural policies, the lack
of adequate instruction and equipment, the activities of agency farmers, environmentallimitations, water and irrigation, insufficient capital and markets,
national farm economy cycles, land sales and leasing, overgrazing and livestock
reduction, and the cultural resistance and persistence of Indian peoples. Although it would have been difficult to accomplish in such a broad survey, Hurt
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could have strengthened his analysis by a more thorough examination of the
reproduction of Indian cultural structures which influenced their responses to
settled agriculture. His chapters on Indian agriculture and water rights in the
twentieth century are very timely and instructive.
Scholars of American Indian and agricultural history will find this book
interesting reading and an indi~pensable resource. In a paperback edition it
should become a standard text for American Indian history courses.
David Rich Lewis
University of Wisconsin, Madison

Aztec Ruins on the Animas: Excavated, Preserved, and Interpreted. By Robert H.
Lister and Florence C. Lister. viii + 120 pp. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1987. Illustrations, maps, index. $27.50 cloth, $13.95 paper.)
A century of archaeological exploration in the Southwest has itself produced a fascinating chapter in Southwest history. Aztec Ruins on the Animas is
the Listers' latest volume in a series of books and essays that relate the early
years of archaeological endeavors in the Four Corners region.
Earl Morris, a well known actor on the archaeological stage in the San
Juan region in the early twentieth century, is central to the story at Aztec (a
name that reflects a mid-nineteenth-century misconception about the origins
of spectacular southwestern sites). The history of Aztec begins with the farming
of the Animas Valley by immigrants from Colorado mining camps, who soon
became aware of the site in their midst. The site became well known and was
visited by Lewis H. Morgan in 1878, who published plans and a description
of the ruins. It was not until the years 1916-1921, however, that excavation
was undertaken by Morris under the auspices of the American Museum of
Natural History in New York.
The main part of the book describes Morris' excavation and repair of the
extensive West Ruin, the architectural aspects of the site, and the artifacts and
burials recovered. Special attention is focused on the Great Kiva and its eventual reconstruction, supervised by Morris in the 1930s. Of particular interest
is that some of the earliest tree ring work by A. E. Douglass was done on Aztec
beams. In the later chapters, a thumbnail sketch emerges of the prehistory of
Aztec. Here, and throughout the volume, we find the traditional preoccupation
with distinguishing between the Chaco and Mesa Verde components in the
archaeological material: The earlier occupation is explained in sweeping and
often unsubstantiated statements within the theoretical framework of the "Chaco
Phenomenon."
In chapter 4 the work subsequent to Morris' endeavors is summarized.
This includes excavation in the 1950s on the Hubbard Site and theEast Ruin.
It remains to be pointed out that this work was done primarily by Gordon R.
Vivian and Roland Richert, each of whom published their results. With a single
exception, illustrations of this segment of the archaeological history of Aztec
are lacking. These are significant omissions in a volume that purports to tell
the entire history of the Aztec ruins.
One of the book's prime assets is that it is illustrated with many historic
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photographs accompanied by lengthy and informative captions. These photographs document the ruins as they appeared in various phases of discovery,
excavation, and stabilization. Views of architectural details with perishable
remains are important archaeological documents, as are photographs of artifacts in place, early collections, and work in progress. The volume will interest
the professional and layman alike for it adds a historical dimension to understanding Aztec as it appears today.
Polly Schaafsma
Museum of New Mexico

Prehistory and Paleoecology of Guadalupe Ruin, New Mexico. By Lonnie C. Pippin.
(Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1987. xiii + 265 pp. Illustrations,
maps, charts, tables, notes, bibliography. $25.00 paper.)
The study of archaeological ruins in the American Southwest fascinates
scholars, novices, and the general populace. Due to the arid climate of the
region many of the prehistoric sites have remained relatively intact. Throughout the past century they have been discovered, excavated and analyzed. In
the process our knowledge of ancient man in this region has expanded dramatically and as this continues we have become more sophisticated in methods
of acquiring and analyzing data. Archaeologists have used this information to
categorize various Indian societies into cultural zones that are quite distinct
from their neighbors. While this activity has helped give us a better understanding of regional differences there is a problem of assigning labels in areas
where these zones overlap. This issue is addressed in Lonnie C. Pippin's book
on the Prehistory and Paleoecology of Guadalupe Ruin, New Mexico.
Located in the middle Rio Puerco Valley in southwestern Sandoval County,
this isolated site has not gone unnoticed by previous archaeologists; almost
half of this fifty-room pueblo was previously excavated in the early 1970s. The
result of the two phases of investigation reveals that Guadalupe Ruin is not
merely a typical Anasazi adaptation into a new region. Actually it is a product
of two different occupational phases. The first, which lasted from 920 to 1130
A.D., reflects a strong influence from the Great Pueblos of the Chaco Canyon
region of northwestern New Mexico and thus influenced archaeologists to
consider it as a "Chaco outlier." The second, extending from the late thirteenth
to the early fourteenth century, is considered to be a result of the occupation
of another Anasazi region associated with the San Juan-Mesa Verde area in
the Utah, Colorado, and New Mexico parts of the four corners.
Pippin's original interest in this project stemmed from a variety of concerns.
Guadalupe was seen as an important site because it was hoped that it would
provide new information on the eastern extension of the Chaco people. In
addition, its excavation would reveal significant data on the ancient occupation
of pueblos in the Rio Puerco Valley. This latter aspect was extremely important
because previous investigators in the region postulated that the river valley
was one of the major routes taken by immigrants from Mesa Verde into the
northern Rio Grande region during the thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries. Because the author concluded that the period of Chaco occupation was
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one that was more moist than either the present environment or that of the
San Juan-Mesa Verde era, he was also interested in how these two cultural
variations adapted to dissimilar situations. At the same time Pippin was interested in how this outlying ruin related to the center of Chaco culture.
The manuscript is well structured and begins with a look at the physiographic and geologic setting and the excavation proceedings. Pippin also examines the material culture and paleoecological aspects of the remains. He
then draws conclusions for both the Chaco and San Juan-Mesa Verde occupations. His findings reveal that the two cultures had little in common and
that their adaptations were influenced by both the environment of the Rio
Puerco Valley and developments outside the area. In particular he postulates
that the central Chaco Canyon pueblos exerted a strong influence on the Chaco
outlying villages and that they were linked by roads previously thought to be
water control devices. In this manner he helps to clarify the Guadalupe Ruin's
position in the Anasazi story.
Many of Pippin's conclusions add to our understanding of prehistoric man
in a specific area of the southwest. An understanding of all of his findings will
be somewhat mixed, however, depending on the archaeological sophistication
of the reader. Experts in the field will probably be fascinated by his detailed
examination while those who are not intimately involved in this area may be
less enlightened. This unevenness is a result of the writer's view of the audience
he addresses. This is not a book for the lay person nor was it intended to be.
Many terms are beyond the scope of the average reader and are ill-defined in
the manuscript. Actually, this work is an expansion of his dissertation and it
reads like it. An article that summarizes his findings would be far more meaningful for a general audience.
James A. Vlasich
Southern Utah State College

Signs From the Ancestors: Zuni Cultural Symbolism and Perceptions of Rock Art. By
M. Jane Young. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xxv +
308 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
The sign of a good scholar often can be found more in their determination
of what cannot be concluded than of what can be concluded. M. Jane Young
has addressed an exceedingly complex subject using a sound interdisciplinary
methodology, and has produced a thoughtful, readable, and evocative book.
In the opening chapters she blends engaging first person accounts of fieldwork
with precise prose, while addressing what can and what cannot be learned
from the study of rock art found in the Zuni environment and of the Zunis'
contemporary perceptions of that rock art. This is a finely tuned book that
carefully distinguishes unnecessary speculation from objective analysis.
In this context, Young is able to provide a considerable number of valuable
observations concerning possible motivations of historic and prehistoric artists.
She provides an important discussion of astronomical motifs in Zuni ritual
poetry, and how those motifs might or might not be reflected in Zuni rock art.
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Her analysis, however, generally focuses on what Zuni perception of rock art
tells us about Zuni culture today.
The seemingly unfathomable, overlapping complexity of Zuni socio-religious systems has perplexed writers for a century, but Young has provided a
coherent overview of Zuni symbol and myth. For instance, in her chapter on
"Zuni Cosmology and Cultural Symbolism," Young comments on pattern and
symbol related to Zuni directionality, observing that "the allusive yet uncodified
property of the base metaphor gives it a dynamic quality, a characteristic
permeability or fluidity that adds to its generative power." This excellent observation also suggests some of the character of Zuni culture in general, and
the dynamic cultural security one senses in Zuni people.
Her review of ethnographic literature relating to rock art, and her description of rock art produced in the last half-century suggest the great potential
difficulty that the National Park Service may have in administering the recently
established Zuni-Cibola Historical National Park. The Zunis themselves are
probably more concerned than anyone else about protecting archaeological
sites, including rock art, from vandalism. However, both nineteenth and. twentieth century evidence suggests some rock art may have been produced specifically to be used interactively for religious purposes.
Young also emphasizes the import of the environment itself as a religious
as well as natural canvas on which the rock art is produced. Rock art produced
by a Zuni artist, she concludes, "does not stand along ... but is encompassed
by a landscape that is in itself a sign of Zuni tribal identity and a manifestation
of that mythic reality in which the Zuni continue to live."
E. Richard Hart
Institute of the North American West

Navajo Medicine Bundles or fish: Acquisition, Transmissions, and Disposition in the
Past and Present. By Charlotte J. Frisbie. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1987. xxiv + 603 pp. Illustrations, tables, appendixes, notes,
bibliography, index. $39.95.)
An anthropologist at Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville, Charlotte
Frisbie has studied Navajo religious life for many years. The author of
Kinaalda and co-editor of the autobiography of Frank Mitchell, Navajo Blessingway Singer, she makes in this book another important contribution to the
voluminous Navajo literature.
In the final part of the study, Frisbie concludes that "The study of jish
turned out to be more time-consuming, costly and all-encompassing than I
had initially envisioned" (p. 390). The ramifications of her research took her
to museums, attorneys, arts and crafts dealers, tribal politicians, and other
places and people. The resulting analysis is a much wider inquiry into modern
Navajo life than the title suggests.
Any book with an 80-page index is not going to be faulted for lack of
detail. Frisbie divides her book into five main parts: traditional Navajo religion
and its ceremonial equipment, acquisition and use of jish, Navajo-to-Navajo
jish transmissions, jish disposition mechanisms and options before 1977, and
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jish in the contemporary world, 1977-1986. Most of the book deals with the
events, issues, problems, and questions of the past generation.
By the term jish, Navajos refer to both the paraphernalia used in curative
or preventive religious ceremonials and the containers in which such sacred
equipment is stored. As the author explains, jish "is both a source and a
repository of sacred power," and thus how it is acquired, transmitted, and
disposed of is of great importance and sensitivity (p. 9). Transmission by loan,
loss or theft, barter, gift, or sale can provoke controversy. Disposition is almost
guaranteed to do so. Disposition of jish because of allegations of witchcraft,
conversion to other religious beliefs or practices such as evangelical protestantism, sale to the many parties interested in acquiring Navajo medicine
bundles, or other reasons for conveyance reflect in Frisbie's judgment a contemporary Navajo world characterized by motion, flux, and individualism.
As the reader concludes this analysis, he or she can almost hear the author's sigh of relief at her completion of a frustrating, complex, and challenging
a~signment. And while one wishes sporadically for less rather than more, for
an occasional sacrifice of minute documentation to permit more expeditious
explanation and clarification of the most important issues, one remains grateful
to Frisbie for her efforts. Elizabeth Hadas and her associates at the University
of New Mexico also merit commendation for seeing a project with a stunning
number of particulars through to eventual publication.
Peter Iverson
Arizona State University

Navajo Textiles: The William Randolph Hearst Collection. By Nancy J. Blomberg.
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1988. xii + 257 pp. Illustrations, tables,
appendix, bibliography, index. $45.00.)
Native American Basketry: An Annotated Bibliography. By Frank W. Porter III. (New
York: Greenwood Press, 1988. vii + 249 pp. Bibliography, index. $39.95.)
Title aside, Navajo Textiles is a museum catalog of one very wealthy collector's private holdings. Publishers have an unfortunate tendency to manipulate titles to increase the saleability of a book. There is no need to cover up
the nature of this catalogue of a truly magnificent collection. In fact unless
some new archival evidence is discovered that would illuminate the nineteenthcentury history of Navajo weaving, the best contribution scholars can provide
to the field is to make important collections such as this one available to others.
An additional bonus here is the concise, well written overview of the history
of the art of Navajo weaving provided by the author.
Hearst was a famous or perhaps infamous and omnivorous collector who,
in Navajo weaving at least, demanded quality and got it. The book's second
important contribution to the field is the documentation of Hearst's relationship with the major Indian arts and crafts dealer at the turn of the century,
the Fred Harvey Company and its chief buyer Herman Schweizer. Especially
fascinating for collectors is the decipherment of the company price codes which
will now enable those with the Harvey tags still attached to know exactly how
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much their piece sold for at the turn of the century. Blomberg draws from both
the Lorenzo Hubbell papers at the University of Arizona in Tucson and the
Harvey Company papers at the Museum of International Folk Art in Santa Fe.
(Hubbell was one of the primary suppliers of the then contemporary Navajo
weaving to the Harvey Company.) Blomberg provides liberal quotes from the
correspondence between Hubbell and Schweizer that illustrate the influence
the latter had on the development of the early rug styles at Hubbell's posts
throughout the central Reservation. These quotes are perhaps gratuitous as
Hearst was not buying contemporary rugs, but fine old blankets. Indeed
Schweizer bought several weaving collections from the families of the great
Santa Fe trading pioneers, Speigelberg and Seligman. Unfortunately the documentation stops there, either because the families did not have notes as to
how and when the blankets were acquired, or Schweizer failed to ask them.
The catalogue is arranged by the liesign layout of the pieces, an approach
favored by H. P. Mera in his catalogues, rather than the standard chronological
one most often used. Each textile has a full page devoted to it with collection
history and technical analysis. The photographs are superb and the format of
the pages allows maximum appreciation of their beauty.
The textiles are in virtually perfect condition as befits the collection of a
man who could buy only the best at a time when the best was readily available.
The collection represents a truly wonderful cross section of Navajo textiles
from the nineteenth century and the book is a must for the library of everyone
interested in Southwestern weaving.
Native American Basketry by Frank Porter is totally different visually and
conceptually from Navajo Textiles. While the museum catalogue is large and
glossy with visual appeal for the person with only a general interest in Native
American Art, this annotated bibliography is assembled for the student and
scholar, and as such it is a much more impressive intellectual achievement.
Incredibly, the author has examined all but a few of the works listed and all
in only three years, although no foreign publications other than Canadian ones
are included. The book is arranged by anthropological culture area, that is
Plateau, California, Arctic, Southwest, etc. The bibliography is also very well
indexed, both by author and subject, a definite plus for any scholarly work
but especially so for the utilization of this book as a research tool. Blomberg's
interesting introduction summarizes the history of the study of North American baskets; indeed one wishes it were a bit longer and more critical.
What is really surprising is the size of this bibliography, although works
that have only one or two photographs or a sentence on baskets are included.
Weaving, both on and off the loom, has become increasingly popular with
collectors and scholars. Perhaps there is a feeling of urgency in recording
information before this very poorly rewarded art form completely disappears
from North America.
Marian E. Rodee
Maxwell Museum of Anthropology
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Sacred Feathers: The Reverend Peter Jones (Kahkewaquonaby) and the Mississauga
Indians. By Donald B. Smith. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1987. xix
+ 372 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $21. 95.)
Kahkewaquonaby (Sacred Feathers), known to early nineteenth-century
Canadian Methodists as the Reverend Peter Jones, once commented that he
disliked reading biographies because "persons are extolled too much" (p. 216).
Jones' observation is well-taken, but Indian leaders-especially leaders like
Jones-have been extolled far too little. Donald B. Smith's biography of Kahkewaquonaby marks a welcome departure from the traditional inattention to
the lives of notable Indian leaders and should provide a model for fu ture Indian
biographers.
Born on the north shore of Lake Ontario in 1802 of an English father and
a Mississauga Ojibwa mother, Kahkewaquonaby experienced the cultural displacement that plagued both Canadian and United States Indians during the
period leading up to and following the War of 1812. Deprived of a traditional
vision experience, Sacred Feathers found spiritual definition in a Methodist
camp meeting in 1823. From this spiritual rebirth until his death in 1856, Peter
Jones, as he would call himself, became both the spiritual and secular leader
of the Credit River Mississaugas and a vocal advocate for Indian Christianization and modernization as well as for an enlightened Indian policy in both
Canada and England. As such, Jones participated in, and his life bears testimony to, the radical changes that took place in both government policy and
in Indian private lives during this pivotal period in Canadian history.
In describing Jones' life, Smith skillfully interweaves the history of the
Mississaugas with the British, Canadian, and American missionary movements
and Canadian Indian policy into a masterfully researched biographical narrative, creating a highly readable and integrated account that will reward readers
at all levels. Moreover, Smith opens new ground in an under-explored area in
ethnohistory: the role of the native cultural mediator in the process of Indian
adaptation. While some notable work has been done in that area, such leaders
have traditionally been treated as either models for "proper" Indian behavior
or as traitors to their own societies. Smith instead treats Kahkewaquonaby's
behavior in light of the historical realities that he confronted and his own
perceptions of those realities. Thus Sacred Feathers emerges not as an ideal
type, but as a realistic human actor in a complex historical situation. In all
these accomplishments, Smith's study can and should provide a model for
future research and writing in the areas of Indian biography and ethnohistory.
Christopher L. Miller
Pan American University

The Phoenix Indian Scl1001: Forced Assimilation in Arizona, 1891-1935. By Robert
A. Trennert, Jr. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988. xv + 256 pp.
Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $22.95.)
Many late nineteenth-century reformers believed that the best solution to
the "Indian problem" lay in forced assimilation. This could best be achieved,
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they felt, by removing Indian children from their homes and placing them in
boarding schools where they could be taught English, self-discipline, Christian
morality and steady work habits. Intensive vocational training would complete
student's preparation for entry into "civilized" society. In 1889 Indian Office
officials began to implement these theories aggressively, establishing a dozen
industrial boarding schools during a four-year period.
Robert A. Trennert, Jr., has written the history of one of these, the Phoenix
Indian School, from its establishment in 1891 until 1935, the end of the assimilationist era. Trennert describes how federal Indian educational policies functioned-and sometimes malfunctioned-in Phoenix. He examines the ways in
which succeeding superintendents' beliefs and personalities affected the school
and analyzes how and why local practices occasionally diverged from national
policy. But the book is more than an administrative history, and Trennert also
studies the interactions between the school and the city of Phoenix, students'
activities, and the school's effects upon the children who attended.
The subject of boarding school education for Indian children has become
an emotionally charged one. However, Trennert's work is solidly researched,
sensitively written, and readable. He is not uncritical of the Phoenix school,
its administrators, and their assimilationist philosophy. For example, he discusses the often exploitive "outing system," the sometimes deliberate overcrowding, and the lack of jobs available in the white community for even the
best trained graduates. But his analysis is based firmly within historical context,
and he points out the school's accomplishments, as well, noting that former
students often remembered their years in the Phoenix school favorably. Trennert's conclusion, that the Phoenix school "could neither claim success nor be
classified as a failure" (p. 260), is convincing. This is the first book-length study
of a western boarding school, and it contributes significantly to a better understanding of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century federal Indian
educational policies and practices.
Mary Childers Mangusso
Fairbanks, Alaska

Formulating American Indian Policy in New York State, 1970-1986. By Laurence
M. Hauptman. (Albany: State University of New York Press, 1988. xiv + 215
pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $57.50 cloth,
$19.95 paper.)
This small volume addresses a subject that historians generally overlookthe relationship between a state and the Indian groups living within its boundaries. Although Professor Hauptman deals with an area and people radically
different from those of the southwest, his study raises some interesting questions for western states and sets the stage for a broad new area of research.
Some of the old theories about state control over Indian affairs being a disaster
are confirmed by what has happened recently in New York.
The story of Indian administration in New York from 1970 to 1986 grew
out of Hauptman's previous work on the Iroquois as well as a special report
presented to Governor Mario Cuomo in 1986. Basically this book seeks to
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explain why New York, which has considerable influence over its Indian population, has had so many spectacular failures in Indian relations. The answer,
contends Hauptman, lies fundamentally in the refusal of state politicians and
bureaucrats to resolve the long-standing issue of native land claims. The resident tribes of New York, particularly the Iroquois, have been unable to have
their treaties with the United States honored by New Yorkers. Because these
claims affect the very future of the native population and have been upheld
in federal court, the state's refusal to cooperate has poisoned relations. Other
events, especially a strong anti-Indian bias in state government, have worked
to take Indian lands for non-Indian purposes and to deny native people representation in the statewide affairs that vitally affect their lives. Some state
officials, in particular, have pursued policies specifically intended to stifle Indian self-determination, which they seemed to think would hinder New York's
growth and progress. The result has been continuing conflict, mistrust, and
occasional armed confrontation. Hauptman's conclusion is that until state officials recognize the validity of Indian claims, respect Indian rights, and provide
them a role in government, problems will continue as in the past.
Although this book is not light reading and depends on an understanding
of New York government and on the historical status of its tribes, it nevertheless
brings to light some of the many problems involved when a state rather than
the federai government attempts to handle Indian relations. There are many
lessons here for the future of the Far West.
Robert A. Trennert, Jr.
Arizona State University

Pushed into the Rocks: Southern California Indian Land Tenure, 1769-1986. By Florence Connolly Shipek. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988. xviii +
229 pp. Maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $25.95.)
One out of every nine Americans lives in California and 90 percent of
those people live within fifteen miles of the Pacific Ocean. The coastal belt from
Santa Barbara to the Mexican border is a megalopolis interrupted only by a
few state parks and military reservations. The cattle ranch I grew up on is now
Rancho Bernardo, the most successful real estate 'development in the United
.States.
Scattered about Southern California are thirty-one indian reservations, the
remnants of what was once the most populous Indian land in North America.
Many of the reservations are either deserted or have fewer than thirty inhabitants, the survivors of Spanish, Mexican, Californian, and American efforts
to cleanse the land of all Indians. With less than 7,000 enrolled members
surviving, it was clearly a successful effort.
Pushed into the Rocks is the history of how these relatively tiny pieces of
land managed to remain in the hands of their Diegueno, San Luiseno, Pechanga, and Chemehuevi owners despite treaties signed and then hidden as
a state secret, no protection under the Trade and Intercourse Acts, judicial
fraud to deny title, and genocide. It is hard for me to write objectively about
Florence Shipek's Dook because she is writing about my relatives and home.
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Nonetheless, she has been one of a handful to have any serious academic
interest in the theft of our land.
As a source book to begin research, Pushed into the Rocks is a wonderful
tool and truly invaluable to anyone who wishes to study the history of Southern
California Indians. The text is informative, but it is the maps, appendixes, and
bibliography that are most useful. The maps depict reservations that I did not
know existed. The chronology and bibliography thems~lves are worth the
purchase price.
The weakness of Pushed into the Rocks may be a result of its intent. It is a
study of land tenure but there is not enough history to place the land tenure
issues in the context of California or American history and law. The next book
that Shipek should write is an anecdotal history of the people and their relationships outside of the land. I know many of the book's characters or their
sons and daughters, and in their lives there is a fascinating history to be told.
This excellent monograph of land tenure should be the seed that starts some
scholar on that quest, for unless started soon, the freeways and tract houses
will have destroyed the few reservations remaining.
Pushed into the Rocks belongs in every collection of Indian law and policy
materials. A similar book should be written about the land tenure history of
New Mexico.
Fred Ragsdale
University of New Mexico

Kiowa Memories: Images from Indian Territory, 1880. By Ronald McCoy. (Santa Fe:
Morning Star Gallery, 1987. iv + 67 pp. Illustrations, appendix. $35.00.)
This volume faithfully reproduces in its entirety, in fall color and at almost
its original size, a ledgerbook containing fifty Plains Indian warrior drawings
dated 1880 according to a notation on one of the pages. Based on style, they
are Kiowa and largely the work of a single anonymous artist; however, four
are attributed to a second artist identified as Pah-bo (Buffalo Head), and three
others to another anonymous artist. The ledgerbook was owned by the artist
Julian Scott, who apparently collected it at the Kiowa, Comanche, and Wichita
Agency in Oklahoma between 1890-1893, while he worked for the U.S. Census
Bureau preparing illustrations for the sumptuous volume of the 1890 census
published as Indians Taxes and Indians Not Taxes . .. (1894). Anonymous ink
notations throughout the volume identifying the subjects by tribe are judged
by the editor, Ronald McCoy, to be largely incorrect; he offers new identifications based primarily on style.
The special interest of these drawings, in addition to their considerable
aesthetic value, lies in the diversity of subjects and the detail of portrayal.
Distinctive tribal costumes representing Kiowa, Pawnee, Navajo, Osage, KiowaApache, Ute, and Caddo are carefully represented. In Plate 13, for example,
a Kiowa warrior is portrayed in the act of spearing a Pawnee war leader. The
Kiowa is dressed in a bear skin (complete with head) and carries a feathered
shield; the Pawnee is shown with his war medicine pipe and hawk skin slung
over his back. Over half the drawings depict intertribal warfare, while the

BOOK REVIEWS

103

others show dances (including the Kiowa Real Dog men's society dance),
religious rituals, hunting, and parades and other social events.
McCoy's introduction presents.a history of this ledgerbook and discusses
Plains Indian warrior art in general. McCoy also provides detailed and informative captions for the individual drawings, though these are written in popular,
not scholarly, style and avoid citations to the published literature. For scholars,
the book will serve as a primary source for the study of historic Plains Indian
life. It is an important addition to the corpus of published ledgerbook art.
Raymond J. DeMallie
Indiana University

The Way to Independence: Memories of a Hidatsa Indian Family, 1840-1920. By
Carolyn Gilman and Mary Jane Schneider. (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1987. xii + 371 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $40.00
cloth, $24.95 paper.)
This profusely illustrated volume is a catalogue of Minnesota Historical
Society's travelling exhibition of the same name. The exhibition is centered
around the work of Presbyterian minister-anthropologist Gilbert L. Wilson,
who between 1906 and 1912 gathered together artifacts, ethnographic information, and sketches and photographs documenting over a half a century of
the life of a Hidatsa (Gros Ventre) family settled at the town of Independence
on the Ft. Berthold reservation in North Dakota.
Wilson's informants, Buffalo Bird Woman, her brother Wolf Chief, and her
son Goodbird, provided Wilson with a wealth of information on Hidatsa culture, custom, and crafts, information Wilson painstakingly recorded in his
notebooks.
The story they told described the changes in Hidatsa lifestyle that occurred
between the 1860s and the early twentieth century. Despite the changes in the
material culture of this Hidatsa family, however, the theme of the exhibition
stresses the persistence of Hidatsa religious and social values that survived
uprooting, missionary activities, and schooling.
Along with photographs of the artifacts, collected by Wilson and other
anthropologists, as well as those unearthed in archaeological excavations, The
Way to Independence presents archaeological and ethnographic essays based on
Wilson's notebooks and on the research of others into Hidatsa ethnography
and prehistory. The volume also presents historical narratives detailing life on
the reservation at the turn of the century.
The adaptations and accommodations this Hidatsa family made to the new
lifestyle and to the white culture provide sometimes amusing, and often poignant reading. As an example of the former, some years after settling on the
reservation, Wolf Chief, the aging warrior and patriarch, took up the pen to
battle Washington bureaucracy by firing off a stream of complaint letters to
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, including one hundred missive in a single year.
Although Goodbird, who served as agency farmer, interpreter, and minister, felt positive about his future in the early teens, the village of Independence
fell victim to the Sloan-Pick project and disappeared under the flood waters
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of the dam in the 1950s. The Hidatsa felt keenly the obliteration of the place
where their ancestors had painstakingly built a new life-and the effects of
that disruption have still not fully disappeared.
This book preserves that history, and the history before the coming to
Independence. It is informative about Hidatsa lifestyle both prior and after
their arrival on the reservation, despite the writers' tendency to turn at times
to rhetoric when addressing as'pects of late nineteenth-century Indian policy.
The aspects of allotment are presented in a rather muddled fashion, and there
was indeed nothing "imagined" about Indian dependence and cultural decline
in the late nineteenth and the early twentieth century. On the whole, however,
this catalogue to what appears to be a meticulously curated exhibition, provides
informative reading as well as a visual treat.
Hana Samek
Albuquerque

The Good Red Road: Passages into Native America. By Kenneth Lincoln and Al
Logan Slagle. (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1987. xxiii + 271 pp. Illustrations.
$17.95 cloth, $10.95 paper.)
Like the porcupine who "goes backward in order to speculate safely on
the future," in The Good Red Road Kenneth Lincoln returns to Sioux country in
the middle seventies to speculate on the Lakota way of life. Several years
before publishing his first book, Native American Renaissance (1983), Lincoln led
an experimental travelling seminar composed of four students from UCLA,
where he teaches English and Native American studies. The small group, which
included Lincoln's young daughter, established a base camp in Jamestown,
North Dakota. From there they made forays onto nearby Sioux reservations
and south to the small town of Alliance, Nebraska, where Lincoln grew up
and was adopted into the Oglala Sioux. The group met with Lakota medicine
men and white cafe owners, with native alcoholism counsellors and Alliance
city councilmen; they participated in a sweat bath; they had encounters with
the ceremonial pipe; they shared in night-long rituals; and some went on a
guardian spirit quest. They were renewed and reeducated; they learned that,
like contemporary Lakota, they can "go home again," but they can't "go back"
(p. 172). Thus they met the "central issue" facing the contemporary Indian:
"what to fuse of the new and the old"(p. xxii). Yet enroute to Sioux country
via the Southwest, Lincoln heard a dubious forecast from a Hopi who told
him, "We'll do our ceremonies. We'll see then. Mebbe it all come crashes" (p.
13).

Lincoln portrays the seminar as a quest, wherein he and the students
sought to immerse themselves in the "real world" outside academia; to understand the spiritual path of the Lakota; and to relay their experiences to
those Americans who still see Indians as stereotypes frozen in the idyllic past
or the destitute present. The narrative succeeds for several reasons: Lincoln
allows the Oglala, Brule, Hopi, and others to speak for themselves; he shares
the tale with one of the students, Al Logan Slagle, a Cherokee who narrates
a crucial portion of the experience; and Lincoln recreates the events by casting
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them in the genre of Native American storytelling. As myth, The Good Red Road
moves in the rhythm of the native world, offering a pithy view of the "nowday" Indians.
Margaret Connell Szasz
University of New Mexico

Through Dakota Eyes: Narrative Accounts of the Minnesota Indian War of 1862. Edited
by Alan R. Woolworth and Gary Clayton Anderson.' (St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 1988. 316 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, appendix, index.
$24.95 cloth, $11.95 paper.)
The Dakota War of 1862 is usually remembered from the viewpoint of
white settlers caught in its first fury. Images of beleaguered refugees fleeing
the uprising suggest a war that pitted Indian against white along clear racial
lines.
Through Dakota Eyes offers a refreshingly different picture of the conflict.
Thirty-six narratives drawn from contemporary newspapers, historical collections, Court of Claims testimony, and late-in-life reminiscences, reflect the
views, experiences, hopes and fears of the people in the Dakota reservation
community. The narratives are arranged chronologically, following the causes
of the war and the initial fighting through Sibley's expedition to the plains
and the trial of the warriors by military commission. The editors' arrangement
of the selections also allows the reader to follow individual narratives from
beginning to end.
The main value of this book lies not in presenting "the Indian side of the
story"---only a handful of narratives come from warriors who willingly participated in the fighting. Rather, by drawing on narratives from full blood and
mixed blood members of the Dakota community, the book demonstrates that
there were many sides to the Indian story. The collection reminds us, in vividly
human terms, that this was not an Indian-white conflict with racial battle lines
firmly drawn: it became a bitter civil war within Dakota society, tearing at
kinship ties established over generations. Some mixed bloods and full bloods
favored the war; others supported the peace party; many wavered between,
victims of the war just as surely as the white settlers. As one Mdewakanton
woman told her daughter, "Everything was confusion. It was difficult to know
who was friend and who was foe" (p. 55). .
Following on the heels of Gary Anderson's Kinsmen ofAnother Kind: DakotaWhite Relations in the Upper Mississippi Valley, 1650-1862 (1984) and his biogJ,'aphy
Little Crow, Spokesman for the Sioux (1986), this volume adds significantly to our
appreciation of the causes, course, and complexities of the Minnesota Indian
War. Students of the war will find the book necessary reading; those with
broader interests have a rare opportunity to consider multiple views of a frontier conflict that divided and devastated the Dakota community.
Colin G. Calloway
University of Wyoming
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Renewing the World: Plains Indian Religion and Morality. By Howard L. Harrod.
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1987. xiv + 213 pp. Notes, bibliography,
.
index. $22.50.)
World Renewal is a common concept in ceremonialism among many Indian
tribes in North America. It is rebirth that initiates a philosophical and traditional
connection to the old in a circular fashion that recycles itself. This inertia
represents the continuum of existence where native life deals with issues like
death as mere segments of Plains Indian religion. The core of this life is the
traditional beliefs that have guided plains Indian societies in cultural development and through time.
Drawing from four Northwestern Plains groups, Renewing the World: Plains
Indian Religion and Morality focuses particularly on cogent elements composing
the belief systems and ceremonialism of the Blackfeet, Crow, Arapaho, and
the Cheyenne, but not all plains tribes as its title might suggest. The inspiring
point of this study is how these plains tribes interpreted fundamental issues
that shaped their religion and behavior. Their social patterns as groups are
shaped by religion and it influences human relations. Although this study
addresses a fascinating subject, its important strength is revealing the plains
Indians' relationship with nature and animals-a kinship among all things.
This complex universal kinship can be examined at various levels of analysis
to find and understand the sources of their religion.
Chapter topics include retracing time, experiencing sacredness, world formation, evoking sacredness, people renewal, world renewal, and kinship among
beings. Considerable thought on the author's part is evident on various related
topics such as vision, power, cosmology, trickster, medicine bundle, morality,
medicine, kinship, and the Sun Dance. Discussions of these topics provoke
interest and provide valuable information. However, other key components
of general religious life were not included, such as the meanings of life and
death, existence after death, spirituality or soul, and purpose. On these points,
the book falls short.
Explaining how plains Indians viewed all of the above subjects in the
context of their religion would provide another dimension, but it would be a
difficult task to accomplish. Penetrating analysis is essential for an inSightful
understanding of plains Indian traditionalism, but this does not seem to be
the author's purpose. More interpretative meanings could be extrapolated, for
example, for religious purpose, mission, and lessons in the oral history creation
stories. These accounts are entertaining, but how is such knowledge a part of
traditional beliefs?
As an introduction to a serious subject, the book will whet readers' appetites for a greater comprehension of plains Indian religion. It is a welcomed
addition to plains Indians literature which usually focuses on wars with the
U.S. military and supervision of land. This study attempts to look into Northwestern plains Indian life to better understand these people whose beliefs
systems transcend time via world renewals.
Donald L. Fixico
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
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Beyond the Vision: Essays on American Indian Culture. By William K. Powers.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1987. xxii + 197 pp. Illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index. $27.95.)
A glance at this book's title might 'mistakenly lead one to think that these
seven essays are a mere synthesis of recent trends in American Indian cultures.
Instead, these essays, written between 1975 and 1984, take a creative step
toward a ful1er understanding of the rich cultural heritage of American Indians,
especially the plains tribes.
These essays are diverse and reflect Powers' long-term study of the different and unique aspects of plains cultures. The first essay is entitled "The
Vocable: An Evolutionary Perspective," in which he challenges the belief that
vocables exist only in non-technological cultures. Powers illustrates how they
are found in al1 cultures, somewhere between speech and song. The second
selection, "Regulating a War Dance: Nonverbal Cues Around an Aglala Drum,"
is a delightful narrative on the nonverbal communication system that has
evolved between dancer, drummer, and singer and establishes beginnings,
continuations, and endings to the drumming, dancing, and singing at the
wacipi. The employs the methodology of structuralism to construct chapter
five, "Dual Religious Participation: Stratagems of Conversions among the Lakota," in which his research provides a rational understanding to the question
of Sioux conversion to Christianity over time. Instead of dual participations,
Powers argues that the Lakota incorporated the church into their community
as an institution to provide the same functions as the tiyospaye.
The remaining essays treat sacred numbers, sacred art, and Lakota psychotherapy curing. His last essay, "Beyond the Vision: Trends Toward Ecumenicism in American Indian Religions," provides an excellent summation of
the influences that tribal world views have had on the western world. Many
wil1 be uncomfortable with this essay because Powers forceful1y criticizes the
conventional and comfortable images of Indians that are commonly held. For
instance, Powers assesses Black Elk as just "another medicine men-a term
which, incidental1y, connotes for the [Lakota] old-timers both good and bad
points" (p. 164). His assessment is based upon the notion that, in the end, to
understand Black Elk is to understand the culture that he represents; after all,
the Lakota believe that the self is subordinate to the group.
This collection of essays is entertaining, informative, and provocative.
They clearly reflect Powers' belief in persistence and continuity in the Lakota
world. Many will refute his summaries, but proving him wrong will be another
matter.
Richmond L. Clow
University of Montana

History of Indian Arts Education in Santa Fe: The Institute of American Indian Arts
With Historical Background 1890-1962. By Winona Garmhausen. (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1988. 144 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $15.95 paper.)
An elusive and complex topic, Indian arts education is fraught with consensus and controversy, feast and famine, saints and sinners. Winona Garmhausen focuses on both the myth and the reality that surround the development
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of a training center for young Indian artists. From a feeble heritage evolving
out of the United States Indian Industrial School in Santa Fe between 1890 and
1932, continuing through many years within the Santa Fe Indian School from
1930 to 1962, and culminating with its recent existence as the Institute of
American Indian Arts (lAIA) in Santa Fe, Garmhausen describes how dedication and vision encouraged the preservation of Native American culture.
Revealing the conflict faced at every turn by the stalwart advocates of
Indian arts education, Garmhausen's major villains become the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, whose regional offices controlled the purse strings; the federal
bureaucracy, which hindered staffing efforts for an advanced post-secondary
curriculum; and the All-Pueblo Council, which resented the progressive loss
of control over what it considered to be its school, one which it envisioned as
an all-Indian vocational and high school.
Confrontation grew around the significance of curriculum development
for Indian training in the arts, Garmhausen's major focus. On one side were
the advocates of an arts curriculum grounded in Indian culture and history
with the goal of a college program based on Indian needs. The opposition saw
arts education as an elitist form of catering to students with only an interest
in art. It claimed arts education was not productive because only a few would
be successful enough to support themselves, and it believed that training in
the arts was suitable only for welfare and problem children, a last attempt to
correct community situations.
The author's stance is never in question, such as when she points to the
tumultuous early years evolving into something of a "golden period" during
the early and middle sixties when domestic and foreign news media promoted
the school's program and faculty members such as Allan and Ann Houser,
Louis Ballard, and Fritz Scholder gained renown in the art world.
Garmhausen correctly points out the correlation between the tides of fortune affecting the IAIA's history and the changes in public sensitivity toward
cultural pluralism, the rise in Indian militancy with the formation of the American Indian Movement, and the public sense of perceived financial priorities
which brought on drastic budget cuts in the late 1970s.
Gaps still remain in our knowledge of Indian arts education in Santa Fe.
Future work on the subject should include discussion and interpretation of the
scope of student art work. Even more important is whether specific conclusions
can be made regarding the advantage of a separate school for Indian artists or
for any other minority group.
The work is a clarification of the status of the IAIA and its role in the
recent history of Indian arts. We learn that the IAIA was not another concealed
attempt to absorb the Indian into the dominant society. While not written to
be a pivotal work in Indian history, the work does provide material that adds
a new depth of understanding to the elusive, somewhat mystical, subject of
Indian arts education. In addition, Garmhausen exhibits a talent for clear and
concise narrative writing.
Robert F. Schrader
Oak Grove, Kentucky
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The Predicament of Culture: Twentieth-Century ~thnography, Literature, and Art. By
James Clifford. (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1988. xii + 381 pp.
Illustrations, chart, bibliography, index. $30.00 cloth, $15.95 paper.)
James Clifford occupies a somewhat unusual position in contemporary
anthropology. He might be described as a resident intellectual critic. Two
similar people come to mind: Milton Singer and Ernest Gellner, both of whom
came into ethnology from philosophy. Clifford's background is mainly in literary criticism and, like the others just mentioned, he has had a healthy
influence on modern ethnography, raising the standards of description and
bringing to bear ideas from related disciplines. But where Singer and Gellner
eventually undertook fieldwork (in India and Africa, respectively), Clifford has
maintained a critical distance from the field and confined himself to the analysis
of texts and museum exhibits.
It is good to have Clifford's seminal essays reprinted in this convenient
volume. The well-known "On Ethnographic Authority" and "On Ethnographic
Surrealism" as well as the discussion of M. Griaule and the comparison of B.
Malinowski with Joseph Conrad are here. Only passing references are made
to M. Leenhardt, but Clifford's book on this fascinating figure (Person and Myth,
University of California Press, 1982) is still available, as are his essays in Writing
Culture (J. Clifford and G. Marcus, eds., University of California Press, 1986).
The two chapters on art collections will be of interest mainly to museologists
and other specialists in "tribal arts," but Clifford's review of E. Said's Orientalism
turns into a wide-ranging critique of anthropology, including the suggestion
that "the culture concept has served its time" and that it should be "transcended" by a less ethnocentric notion of discourse or dialogue (p. 274). This
.leads into a rather rambling essay on "Identity in Mashipee" that deals, almost
journalistically, with the "construction of ethnicity."
I have skipped over the four brief chapters on French literary figures
(originally published during 1984-85 in TLS and the journals Conjunctions,
Hambone, and Sulfur). They touch on familiar themes but I do not feel competent
to discuss them. Like the introduction, however, which meditates on some
verses of William Carlos Williams, they appear to be directed to a narrower
audience than the other works in this collection.
Clifford has clearly shown us the "predicament" of anthropology in the
late twentieth century as the voices of the Other demand to be heard, and he
has suggested some directions we might take. But there are signs that his
interest in continuing as ethnology's resident critic may be flagging. His lackluster performance as a discussant at the 1988 meeting of the American Anthropological Association (in Phoenix, Arizona) could, of course, have been
due to illness or the altitude, but he is beginning to repeat a familiar tune.
Clifford is too creative a thinker to do this for long. If he now turns to different
pastures, we should be thankful for his stimulating discussions of the central
issues in (post-) modern ethnography. Alternatively, we may invite him to
undergo the ritual ordeal of fieldwork (not just as an observer in a Mashipee,
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Massachusetts courtroom) and to become, like Singer and Gellner, "one of
us."

Philip K. Bock
University of New Mexico

Ancestral Voice: Conversations with N. Scott Momaday. By Charles L. Woodard.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989. xii + 229 pp. Illustrations, notes,
index. $19.95.)
Scott Momaday, writer, poet, painter, and mystic, is also an unusually
reflective thinker as revealed in Ancestral Voice: Conversations with N. Scott Momaday by Charles Woodard. These conversations took place in Tucson, Aspen,
and on a trip to the northern plains when Woodard, a professor in South
Dakota State University, and scholar specializing in Momaday's works, met
Momaday so they could travel over the country about which so much had
been written and discussed between them. To Woodard's immense credit, his
part of the conversation is collegial. That is to say, he participates with Momaday in the discussions; he is not a reporter and not a groupie. So the book
comes off exceedingly well: it is mature; it is informative; and it is easy and
interesting reading.
Momaday is a profoundly deep thinker and this book shows the depth of
his thought while in the process of writing and painting. The portrait we have
here is a reflective person, a man who does not let ideas escape without
surrendering theirnuances, a man wholly dedicated to understanding life and
extracting meaning from it. The conversations sketch out the enjoyment that
Momaday gets from ideas. Here is where he is quite different from most modern
American intellectuals and writers, in his sheer enjoyment of ideas. For Momaday does not flaunt his knowledge nor does he merely recite ideas for the
sake of ~onversation. Rather he links things together as they make sense to
him, totally unconcerned about the respectability of such linkages, and totally
absorbed in trying to .find what it is that makes up the permanent experiences
of human life.
This book is not, however, a tedious exploration of poetic ideas. Momaday
relishes the seemingly trivial as well as the philosophic. He returns again and
again in his conversations to the saga of Billy the Kid, a character who haunts
his literary imagination as fully as do his Indian characters. His delightful
recitation of some of the facts of Billy's life is carried off as skillfully as his
analysis of why the Northern Plains holds such a grip on the energies and
imaginations of people. It is this mixture of unlikely subjects, deep insights
and casual throw-away remarks, that makes this book such a gem. It is must
reading of the reader who wants to understand not just Scott Momaday but
what it means to be a mature, reflective, responsible human being. They are
in the case of this man the same thing.
Vine Deloria, Jr.
University of Arizona
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Frontier's End: The Life and Literature of Harvey Fergusson. By Robert F. Gish.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988. xv + 363 pp. Illustrations, notes,
appendix, index. $35.00.)
Frontier's End is a literary biography of the New Mexico-born writer Harvey
Fergusson (1890-1971). Robert F. Gish admits that he has "reinvented Fergusson's life, his art, and their relationship" by way of attempting a "reciprocal
illumination" of his subject's life and works (p. x). Thus what we have in hand
is a carefully researched and thoroughly engaged interpretation of both Harvey
Fergusson's own story and his many stories.
The context of Fergusson's life and art, Gish tells us, was "the end of the
American frontier and Fergusson's longing for modern substitutes" (p. 333).
In the year of his birth the western frontier had been symbolically closed and
Fergusson would later feel compelled both in his life and in his writings to
confront the frontier's replacement, the cities. At first he iconoclastically attacked the new, tawdry west and, later, he would romanticize an older, better
time and place. Fergusson Thought of New Mexico's past as "a refuge for the
romantic imagination," as he tells us in Rio Grande (1933), so even his "historical" writings were more concerned with what he considered to be psychological rather than mere factual veracity.
Fergusson as a person comes across in this book as a rather unpleasant
man. He was a loner who shirked responsibility for just about everything but
his writing. His iconoclasm was sullen and not at all singular. He was an ardent
womanizer in his younger days and a querulous old man for whom the 1960s
sexual liberalization came too late. Gish comments that Fergusson "perpetuated
a version of himself" (p. x) in his diaries as well as in his novels (all of which
Gish seems to have carefully gleaned) yet Fergusson did not thereby make
himself very sympathetic. A restless and often troubled man whose frequent
traveling verged on the compulsive, Fergusson comes across as a vexing and
irksome individual, a "lone rider" (p. 105) who might best be left alone.
As a writer, Fergusson never achieved the critical and popular success for
which he yearned. Even his most substantial works such as Wolf Song (1927),
Home in the West (1944), Grant of Kingdom (1950), and Conquest of Don Pedro
(1954) are now mostly forgotten even though Lawrence Clark Powell, in a
posthumous appraisal of Fergusson's works, asserted that the best ot'them
provided for their readers "the quintessence of New Mexico" (p. 334).
Fergusson believed that his destiny was, above all, to write (p. 310). Words
were his way of coming to terms with his own life as well as the changing life
and times of his native region and his nation. A "preoccupation with words
and writing" (p. 115) shaped Fergusson's adult life as if by manipulating them
he might conjure up an explanation for his own existence. To get that explanation right, he retold his own story (or parts of it) time and again through
his fictionaUhistorical characters.
Gish concludes that Harvey Fergusson "staked out a bit of immortality,
left his own mapping of where he had been" (p. 335) hoping-as all writers
must-that others would care where and who he had been. This biography
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tells us a lot about Fergusson and his published works and unpublished materials but it cannot quite make its reader care much about Harvey Fergusson.
John C. Scott

St. Martin's College

Range Wars: Heated Debates, Sober Reflections, and Other Assessments of Texas Writing. Edited by Tom Pilkington and Craig Clifford. (Dallas: Southern Methodist
University Press, 1989. xvii + 188 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $22.50 cloth,
$10.95 paper.)
It started innocently enough. An article, then a book by A. C. Greene
called The 50 Best Books on Texas. This was followed by Larry McMurtry with
an article in The Texas Obseroer misnamed (by him) "Ever a Bridegroom." He
meant to say "Bridesmaid," but no matter, it was the text of the article that
was like the sting of a challenger's glove on the self-satisfied cheek of Texas
letters. By stating, in essence, that it was doubtful there were 50 good book
on Texas, McMurtry told Texas authors to leave the farms and rancher's and
write about urban society where the people now are. He pointed out that some
of the Texas literary emperors were less than fully clothed and, whatever else
the subsequent debate has done, it is fairly clear that never again will Texas
mistake folklore for literature. For all the good stories told by those early arbiters
of Texas literary taste, J. Frank Dobie, Walter Prescott Webb and Roy Bedichek,
there could no longer be any doubt that from them to, say, any major Southern
writer, was a substantial climb. This book, edited and contributed to by Craig
Clifford and Tom Pilkington, contains the original two broadsides in the war
which is not over yet. (McMurtry must have been writing his Pulitzer Prize
winning horse opera Lonesome Dove while telling other Texas authors to get in
their cars and go to the city.)
There are some six other articles of varying degrees of perception. Actually
they are all good in their own way: Celia Morris has a good article on feminism
and Texas letters and Marshall Terry pours oil in the teapot of Texas letters
with a level-headed and conciliatory piece. But, to me, Jose Limon in "A Southern Renaissance for Texas Letters" comes closest to explaining why Texas literature falls short of Southern literature. He says, "Texas has simply not furnished
cultural metaphorical depth for its writers." By this I think he means, in part,
that the displaced, disenfranchised Blacks, Hispanics and Indians never affected the Texas literary conscience the way the Black experience in the South
touched every southern writer of note from William Faulkner on down. Even
A. C. Greene, who wants to extol the best in Texas literature, recognizes this
by comparing Texas with New Mexico. He says, "Unfortunately, Texas has not
furnished indigenous material for great novels like LaFarge's Laughing Boy,
Frank Waters's The Man Who Killed the Deer, or Bandelier's Delight Makers, as
did New Mexico. It has drawn out no Death Comes for the Archbishop, and few
products comparable to Richard Bradford's Red Sky at Morning."
This entertaining book brings the relevant pieces of the new criticism
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under one cover so that, read all at once, we can see Texas criticism coming
of age. If superior criticism results in superior literature, we will all benefit.
Riley Parker
Santa Fe

Frog Mountain Blues. By Charles Bowden. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press,
1987. 165 pp. Illustrations, map, bibliography. $19.95.)
"I am no good at theories," Charles Bowden wrote in 1986 in his justly
praised Blue Desert, an explosive account of living in a decadent and frenzied
Southwest. But he is very good at capturing indelibly the pulse of a modem
Southwest and its ancient land. Just as Blue Desert relentlessly interlaced the
peculiarities of urban Southwest life and landscape, Frog Mountain Blues-a
book about the Santa Catalina mountain range bordering Tucson and known
to the Papago as Frog Mountain-is as much about Sunbelt cities (Tucson as
exemplar) as it is about "nature." As in Blue Desert, Bowden's narrative is
discursive, yet unified by a compelling subjectivity that instantly captures the
reader. And while his passionate defense of wildness is familiar, more remarkable is Bowden's compassion toward those who have taken" part in the
taming of the Catalinas. The cowboy Buster Bailey, who has spent his life
extracting a living from the Catalinas, tells Bowden that the mountain has been
"the beauty thing of my life" (p. 49). Later, however, he snaps, "I don't know
why they should sacrifice the country for these goddamn backpackers" (p. 62).
Bowden is a master at conveying these subtleties, at revealing a hierarchy of
exploitation.
Frog Mountain Blues is a beautiful book, a part of a cycle from one of the
very best writers in the Southwest. The conception and production of the book
by the UA Press is impeccable. Graced by Jack Dykinga's color photographs,
the volume combines the beauty of a large format art book with the seriousness
of a monograph: it is a wonderful and surprising achievement.
Bowden is no theorist and is not a policy student. He is a moralist, so an
absolutist cast to his writing about the Catalinas-rip up the highway, tear
down the cabins, Bowden counsels-is not unexpected and rarely veers into
smug solipsism. And yet discernible as well is a fine sense of dialectic, of forces
in conflict as the Southwest is transformed into a vulgar Sunbelt we still,
amazingly, love. Bowden understands that history and nature are inseparable;
that man inscribes himself in nature and is in tum formed by that inscription.
"We cannot use wild ground without diminishing it" (p. 139). And without
diminishing ourselves. This understanding structures Frog Mountain Blues as
Bowden's narrative details his own experience of the range-hiking it, meditating on it, getting frozen on it-and his encounters with the mountain men:
Buster Bailey, thePapago Eleasar Celeya, and the developers who have sought
fortune from the mountain. In understanding the mountain range as a tableau
of human aspiration and destiny, Bowden's judgment elevates his nature writing to a rare form of social critique.
There is a Fin d'epoque feeling to Frog Mountain Blues: the utilitarian dreams
of the past-to mine the mountain, to log it and graze it, to tum it into a
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resort---can no longer be sustained. "I come here from my city," Bowden writes
(p. 124), "to relish a terrain that has been grievously wounded ... " The old
laissez-faire exploitation (summer cabins, ski resort, sawmill) had a certain
charm and innocence. But now, threatened by the intensified scale of urban
development, the Catalinas serve a new order of public need. Before Frog
Mountain is thoroughly vandalized by new power of population and technique,
the mountain must be saved-privileged-as an act of grace to ourselves. "If
Frog Mountain is saved, the city will always have one thing that we cannot
create ourselves. A place that mocks the safe limits of our own imagination.
A place that does not obey" (p. 148).
Critics may carp that Bowden's prescriptions are silly and elitist, but he
understands that mountains are a source of transcendence. More than a mere
history of the Catalinas, Bowden offers us a vision of the sublime protected
from the banalities of urban Southwest culture, and therein lies an ethic we
really ought not disregard.
Joseph c. Wilder
University of Arizona

Hoein' the Short Rows. Edited by Francis Edward Abernethy. (Dallas: Southern
Methodist University Press, 1988. xvi + 238 pp. Illustrations, notes, index.
$19.95.)
In his preface, editor and compiler Francis E. Abernethy explains his title
and the direction of his latest edition of the Texas Folklore Society's annual
publication. When growing up on a farm he dreaded hoeing the rows that
stretched to the horizon, but the short rows at the edge of the field seemed
easier. So it is with this miscellany. The short articles and quick changes of
subject make the reading pleasurable, quick, and easy.
The tone for the volume is set by Joyce Roach's chapter, "A High Toned
Woman," in which she describes the matriarchs of rural churches who served
as social arbitrars of their communities. Charlie aden discussed the insider's
language of railroad folk in "The Lingo of the Espee," and Kenneth Davis
showed in words and pictures what manner of change man can affect on a
standard pickup truck. This kind of eclectic approach continues with Jack
Welch's discussion of Texas baptistery paintings, especially concentrating on
art in Baptist and Church of Christ churches; John O. West's discussion of
burial practices in the Southwest; Joe S. Graham's treatment of Mexican-American lime kilns; Edward C. Rowland's portrayal of the discovery of oil in West
Texas; Jim Harris' story of the rules of cockfighting; Lawrence Clayton's touching discussion of family remembrances; Paul Patterson's description of the
catching of a horse; Al Lowman's remembrance of a relative's church experiences; Lora B. Garrison's description of hog drovers; Mrs. John Q. Anderson's
memories of growing up, and as a grown up, remembering a foundling; Ernest
B. Speck's description of brush arbor revivals; Palmer Olsen's childhood recollections; and two articles on cowboy poetry by Guy Logsdon and Elton Miles.
All are well written, but as the title suggests, some of the rows are shorter
than others. Particularly entertaining and informative are the articles by aden,
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West, Graham, Rowland, Harris, and Garrison. But those I liked best were
Roach's explanation, defense, and grudging identification with High Toned
women; Patterson's gifted styling and wit in the description of catching a horse;
Clayton's touching story of his family, and especially Al Lowman's "Elephant
Ears in the Churchyard:' possibly because I have been in some of the churches
he describes and know people like his relatives. For that reason I also identify
with Speck's "Summer Revival," because I have enjoyed and endured my share
of them, along with the various Vacation Bible Schools offered by the competitive but cooperative churches of Burkeville, Texas, in the 1940s. I suppose
they still do it.
Ab's latest miscellany is appropriately dedicated to Martha Emmons of
Waco, Texas, because "for sixty-four years [she] has served and instructed and
entertained the Society. She has guarded its virtue with staunch Baptist morality and has cherished its children with Christian love." Now there is a real
High Toned woman, but with a twinkle in her eye that would dim one of
aden's Espee locomotive highlights.
Archie P. McDonald
Stephen F. Austin State University

"Along the Rio Grande": Cowboy Jack Thorp's New Mexico. Edited by Peter White
and Mary Ann White. (Santa Fe: Ancient City Press, 1989. 225 pp. Illustrations,
notes. $24.95 cloth, $11.95 paper.)
Jack Thorp probably would have approved of today's revival in cowboy
poetry, for he is credited with being the first to begin collecting authentic
cowboy songs and publishing them, even before his Texas rival, John A. Lomax.
He was also the composer of one of the most popular and often recorded
cowboy songs, Little Joe the Wrangler, for which he was seldom credited in his
own time and for which to his dismay he received no royalties.
Eastern-born and Harvard-educated, Thorp came west at nineteen, training polo ponies in New Mexico and riding them in New York during polo
season. He cowboyed for the Bar W Ranch in Lincoln County from 1886 to
1889 and fell in whole-heartedly with the open-range life. To the time of his
death in 1940, he was torn between the literary world of his upbringing and
the outdoor life of his adopted West. He ranched, worked as a civil engineer
and went to Peru on an abortive railroad-building venture, paying his return
passage by shoveling coal on a steamship. He was also a cattle inspector for
the State of New Mexico.
In 1908 he privately printed his first collection of cowboy songs and in
1921 published through Houghton Mifflin his 101 Songs of the Cowboys. His
book Tales of the Chuck Wagon was first printed in 1926, and his classic Pardner
of the Wind was published posthumously in 1941.
In the final years of his life he became involved in the New Mexico Federal
Writers' Program under the depression-era WPA. For him it was a frustrating
'experience. He was shabbily treated after putting more than three years of
work into a writing project that because of bureaucratic mismanagement was
never published.
'
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Much of that work, hidden away in government files for fifty years, has
finally surfaced in this new collection by the Whites. It is a miscellany of New
Mexico life from the 1880s into the early decades of this century. An early part
amounts almost to a textbook on ranching of that period and the way early
open-range roundups were conducted, based on his own experience.
Thorp recounted stories of gold and silver mines, treasures found and
lost, the greed and violence in that frontier scene. Another section of the book
is devoted to outlaws he knew or knew about, including Billy the Kid and
Black Jack Ketchum, for whom he had no regard, and Clay Allison, in whom
he saw redeeming qualities.
Most interesting are character sketches of people he knew, such as Mother
Julian, who ran a hotel in Capitan and crowned her abusive husband with a
heavy pan of egg custard; the Ozane stage stand owner who paid off his herders
by shooting them, keeping their wages in his own pocket; and the sporting
woman known as Gold Heels, who arrived in White Oaks on horseback one
winter day wearing a short dancehall outfit, gilt slippers and an army officer's
greatcoat. Many stories involve the old Spanish and Mexican families, for
whom Thorp had admiration and respect. He was contemptuous of the newcomers who did not share that regard.
The writing style is less than literary and the spelling of names and places
sometimes haphazard, but the stories are like a voice out of the past, telling
of a time and bygone way of life beyond the memory of most people now
living.
It is good that it has not remained forever buried in federal filing cabinets.
Elmer Kelton
San Angelo, Texas

Rangelands. Edited by Bruce A. Buchanan. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1988. viii + 89 pp. Charts, tables, bibliography. $22.50.)
Community Grazing: Practice and Potential in New Mexico. By Clyde Eastman and
James R. Gray. xiii + 176 pp. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1987. Maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
The rangelands or marginal-use lands in the West have presented a persistent problem. The challenge of putting them to economical use has also
presented opportunity for debate, study, and research, even promoting the
development of a branch of agricultural study called range science and management. The subject of range science more accurately describes the group of
papers brought together by editor Bruce A. Buchanan. They address"... some
of the reasons contributing to the changes in grazing systems, watershed
protection, wildlife management and rangeland economics." These essays are
part of a symposium sponsored by the Committee on Desert and Arid Zones
Research of the Southwestern and Rocky Mountain Division of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science.
Management of ranges under modern conditions attempts to foster forage
production for livestock, for game, and protection of watersheds, and more
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recently recreational values. Again as the editor writes, "The challenge of the
twenty-first century is to restore and protect the productivity of rangeland
communities while enhancing environmental values." Unfortunately the two
have not always been compatible. The scope of the brief essays on rangelands
are indicated by their titles: William D. Krueger of Oregon State University,
"Nature, History, and Ownership"; Rex D. Peiper, New Mexico State University, "Grazing Systems and Management"; M. Karl Wood, New Mexico State
University, "Rangelands: Watershed and Erosion Control"; Jerran T. Flinders,
Brigham Young University, "Essential Habitatfor Wildlife"; Raymond A. Evans,
USDA Agricultural Research Service, Reno, "Plant Manipulation"; John M.
Fowler and James R. Gray, New Mexico State University, "Rangeland Economics in the Arid West."
A careful reading of these thoughtful essays affords a grasp of where range
management and science has been, where it is today, and where it might help
lead range enterprises in the future. The Evans essay on plant manipulation
makes the good point that reduction in numbers of livestock is not an automatic
guarantee to achieve desired vegetational growth types. Often damage is irreparable without aggressive intervention that may ultimately be too costly.
Flinders' essay on "Habitat for Wildlife" reminds the reader than Dyksterhuis's
concept of "range condition trend': is the starting point in habitat studies. The
entire collection shows the interrelationship of resources: water, soil, wildlife,
and forage. M. Karl Wood's essay on "Watershed and Erosion Control" makes
the point that, "Ironically, runoff and erosion studies began on rangelands
before those on crop and forest lands and at locations farther west. The situation emphasizes the severity of the problems of abuse on rangelands" (p.
31). This same essay notes the recent emergence of more lax environmental
policies by the Reagan Administration, Le., considering the Water Pollution
Act of 1956 merely advisory and dismissing various violations with the reprimand, "that it is not nice to pollute" (p. 39).
Also concerned with productivity of the range is the book Community
Grazing Practice and Potential that reads much like a 'government report. It
concentrates on a management system rather than applied science. The history
of community land ownership, especially grazing lands, is carefully presented
in the New Mexico context and history. The authors have a general interest,
perhaps even a commitment to, community range practices. Some would term
them pre-capitalist range economics or graiing systems, which are tradition
based, and attempting to survive into the modern world. The authors desperately want to say "yes" they can survive and should survive, but there is
a gnawing suspicion that the "should" is the more compelling argument. Ultimately they conclude, "Much of what we have put forward here suggests
that economic development and cultural community may be more compatible
than is often assumed" (p. 148). They t~ke one more step and say change must
be gradual. There seems to be in this conclusion more safety than dynamism,
but dynamic change is a disruptor, and perhaps, in our times of great change
there should be refuges from the overbearing forces of the modern world. Data
presented here suggest that community grazing under proper direction can
bring economically beneficial results and that there are other ways of making
the range pay besides the celebrated individualized ranch operation. The course
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is fraught with many hazards (most obviously, the tragedy of the commons),
but the underlying message is that there are cultural rewards which cannot be
measured entirely in dollars and cents.
William D. Rowley
University of Nevada, Reno

The Year America Discovered Texas: Centennial '36. By Kenneth B. Ragsdale. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1987. xxi + 325 pp. Illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index. $18.95.)
The 1936 Centennial marked a turning point in Texas history, attracting
thousands of out-of-state visitors who discovered Texas as a modern reality
rather than the never-never-land of myth. The first World's Fair in the Southwest, the Centennial brought over 6,000,000 people to the Central Exposition
in Dallas and served as a tremendous economic boon to the host city during
the Great Depression. Patriotism and commercialism comprised the dual theme
of the Exposition, with Texas history and the Texas experience the central
thread. Kenneth Ragsdale never lets his reader forget that most of the nation
harbored a great curiosity about the Lone Star State and still perceived it as a
land of vastoness and mystery, since romantic images dominated the fictional
narratives in books, films, and radio.
Discussion on a Centennial celebration began in Texas during 1923, but
an official planning committee was not convened for another eight years. An
amendment to the state constitution became necessary to authorize the legislature to appropriate $3 million toward funding the giant celebration, which
included historical markers, parades, fiestas, pageants, and reunions throughout the state. The San Jacinto Battlefield memorial, the Hall of State, and the
Texas Memorial Museum were constructed as part of the Centennial commemoration, as well as the reconstruction of the Old Store Fort in Nacogdoches. A Texas Centennial Press Train, headed by Governor James V. Allred,
made a seventeen-city national tour amid vast publicity. Dallas, which had far
less to recommend it historically than either San Antonio or Houston, was
selected as the site of the Central Exposition largely because of its aggressive
civic leadership and organized base of community support. The city did possess
a major asset in the facilities of the State Fair of Texas, along with forty-six
years of previous fair experience.
Ragsdale has written a straightforward, low-keyed narrative, making
boosterism and the bizarre understandable through skilled interpretation. He
occasionally becomes overly enthralled with minutia that contributes little to
the bigger picture. For. instance, he tells us that Melissa Cook, director of
research, flew to Austin on Braniff Airways on an afternoon flight that required
one hour and thirty minutes and cost $11, but returned to Dallas via Pullman
service, which required six hours and thirty minutes and cost $8.89. In a book
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bursting with such detail, the reader sometimes feels inundated. On the overall, however, The Year America Discovered Texas adds up to an enthralling study
in popular culture, one of significance for historians of the Southwest.
Ronald L. Davis
Southern Methodist University

Texas High Sheriffs. By Thad Sitton. (Austin: Texas Monthly Press, 1988. xiv +
279 pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $17.95.)
To many Americans, law enforcement is synonymous with the county
sheriff. This is especially true in rural areas. In the present volume, Thad Sitton
presents the recollections of eleven twentieth-century sheriffs of the Lone Star
State. Although an associate editor with Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Sitton is
an active writer and oral historian. Among his publications are Oral History:
A Guide for Teachers and Ringing the Children In: Texas Country Schools.
The eleven sheriffs included in Texas High Sheriffs served roughly in the
half-century from 1920-70. Several began law enforcement careers as deputies
or in related work. One sheriff, Jim Scarborough III of Kleberg County, still
served at the time of his interview in 1986. One female, Loretta Fenton of
Coleman County, is included. She served as deputy and jailor to her husband,
H. F. Fenton. Thad Sitton permitted his subjects to range freely, and the reader
will be surprised at the many topics of discussion. Subject matter includes
electioneering techniques, policing oil fields in the 1920s and 1930s, the search
for moonshiners, and the tricks of manhunting. One sheriff, Jess Sweeten of
Henderson County, had a brush with the notorious Clyde Barrow and Bonnie
Parker. Several sheriffs recall the financial stringencies of the Depression Era
and the difficulty in obtaining new equipment such as car radios.
While the sheriffs recognized the value of advanced techniques and equipment in their offices, it is apparent that these county lawmen continued to
administer their shrievalties in the nineteenth-eentury tradition. As Frank Brunt,
sheriff of Cherokee County, observed, this office required much "common
sense" (p. 134). These officers almost uniformly lament the restrictions as to
rights of prisoners and other limitations upon lawmen in the 1960s, although
they do not doubt the good intentions of lawmakers. Texas High Sheriffs is a
revealing, sometimes startling, insight into an area of law enforcement-the
county~ften disregarded in favor of urban policing. The interviewees often
speak frankly and reveal a world that was sometimes brutal, callous, and
tinctured with racial prejudice. The editor, Thad Sitton, perhaps permitted too
much freedom. Aside from his informative introduction, the reader is left with
unedited and unannotated interviews. The content of the interviews naturally
reflects the desires of the subjects. Little is said about the duties of serving the
courts and relations with judges. The sheriffs ramble considerably about the
pursuit of moonshiners and affection for their maJlhunting dogs. The absence
of a bibliography and index also hinders the reader. Nonetheless, this book

120

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JANUARY 1990

provides some entre into an aspect of twentieth-century law enforcement that
is often ignored.
Larry D. Ball
Arkansas State University

Mexican American Biographies: A Historical Dictionary, 1836-1987. By Matt S. Meier.
(Westport: Greenwood Press, 1988. ix + 270 pp. Appendixes, index. $45.00.)
Matt S. Meier's work will help to remedy the lack of biographical reference
works focusing on the Mexican American community. The dictionary contains
some 270 biographies of prominent men and women from fields such as politics, education, the arts, business and the military. There are a number of
historical figures included in the compilation, although the majority of the
biographees are persons born in this century. The individual biographies are
arranged alphabetically, and concisely convey information on the subjects' vital
statistics, professional lives and accomplishments. In some cases the notorious
(for example, Juan V. Corona) as well as the notable are included. Each biography ends with suggestions for further reading, except in cases where
published works do not exist. The dictionary is easy to use, with an index
listing individuals alphabetically, by field(s) of endeavor and state.
While the dictionary is a valuable research tool, the author's assertion that
the reader will "encounter a fairly complete history of the Mexican American
experience" (p. ix) in the dictionary overstates the case. The prominentes included in the dictionary are by definition exceptional rather than typical individuals. They represent significant achievement in the Hispanic community.
Women are underrepresented in the biographies, probably because the criteria
for inclusion highlight public and professional roles not traditionally filled by
women. Family information, which might have provided a valuable insight
into the Chicano experience, is considered relevant only to the extent that it
reflects on public service or professional life. Still, the biographies reflect a
diversity of backgrounds and experiences, providing an illustration of the
complexity of the Mexican American community in the United States.
Victoria H. Cummins
Austin College

Chicano Ethnicity. By Susan E. Keefe and Amado M. Padilla. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1987. x + 238 pp. Maps, charts, tables,
appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $22.50 cloth, $11.95 paper.)
In their examination of Chicano ethnicity, the authors have contributed a
great deal to the study and understanding of a little understood but very
significant cultural group in the United States, Americans of Mexican ancestry.
Based on a very thorough study of three Southern California communities,
various theories of race relations are tested, and new theories and indicators
are developed. Some modifications to intergroup relations theories are suggested, and the methodology of relevant social science research is elucidated,
resulting in an enhanced comprehension of Chicano culture.
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Major theories of acculturation and assimilation are rejected as explanations of the Chicano culture. Instead, a complex, multidimensional "neopluralist" theory is posited which better explains the development and status of
the Chicano culture. However, even this theory has some limitations in grappling with the variation and complexity of the Chicano culture and the process
of social accommodation.
The investigators, a psychologist and an anthropologist, apply mainly
sociological research techniques to their study. Three waves of interviews are
utilized in each of the three communities. The first is a relatively brief baseline
mass survey; the second uses a sample extracted from the first and is much
more lengthy and comprehensive; and the third phase is a serie~ of intensive
personal interviews with a sample of 46 participants from the second wave.
This interdisciplinary mixture of survey and participant observation methodologies produces a great treasure of quantitative as well as qualitative data
which provides many insights into contemporary Chicano culture.
Analysis of this data generated three "super factors" which explain the
process of Chicano social adaptation. These three factors are (1) cultural awareness, i.e., knowledge of the culture of Mexico; (2) ethnic loyalty, or Chicanos'
subjective identification with their ethnic culture and co-ethnics; and (3) ethnic
social orientation, which emphasizes the social context in which ethnic change
takes place. Cultural awareness by Mexican Americans declines precipitously
between the first and second generation and continues to decline at a moderate
rate. However, ethnic loyalty declines only slightly between the first two generations and then maintains itself at an almost stable rate. Interaction with
others of Mexican descent (ethnic social orientation) decreases between the
first and second generation but then stabilizes at a fairly high level. Through
statistical analysis, five cluster types emerge which correlate to varying and
descending combinations of the cultural awareness and ethnic loyalty super
factors. These individual "ideal" types are also highly correlated to generation.
Individuals are categorized into cluster types that range from unacculturated/
high ethnic identity to acculturated/low ethnic identity.
Four chapters contain detailed case studies of several respondents who
represent the five cluster types. These interviews reveal the multidimensionality and extreme complexity of ethnicity and its manifestation as individuals
interact with their environment. An unintended result is the revelation of how
much social researchers must force categorization and simplification of the
human experience when survey research is used. In-depth personal interviews
and case studies bring back the enriching complexity of reality.
One of the few problems with this study is the claim that generalization
applies to the Chicano population as a whole. These samples come from three
southern California cities less than 60 miles from each other. Nationally, Chicanos exhibit great variation from locale to locale based upon period of immigration to the United States and the social context in which Chicanos find
themselves, depending upon their particular settlement areas, history, tradition, and socioeconomic status. The authors themselves admit Chicano culture
is very much subject to "situational ethnicity" and that it is a new distinctive
culture marked by extreme variation which they found even within their three
regionalized communities. It is most likely that typologies would be greatly
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expanded and theories further challenged if this study were replicated in, for
example, Northern New Mexico, the Rio Grande Valley of Texas, or the Midwestern United States where contextual factors are very different.
This limitation notwithstanding, this work may be the single best source
of information on Chicano ethnicity and how to go about systematically understanding it. The study is commendably interdisciplinary and involves sophisticated statistical analysis along with sensitivity to human nuances, all
within the context of well-elaborated major sociological theories.
The authors assert that "we need to have a sound understanding about
the place of Chicanos in U.S. society." Their study is a major advance towards
this comprehension. Even if it is only a few steps in that direction, it is certainly
along a path whose direction others should follow.
F. Chris Garcia
University of New Mexico

The Burden of Support: Young Latinos in an Aging Society. By David E. HayesBautista, Werner O. Schink, and Jorge Chapa. (Stanford: Stanford University
Press, 1988. xvii + 196 pp. Charts, tables, appendix, bibliography, index.
$32.50.)
If present population trends continue, the aging of the Baby Boomers and
the growth of the Latino population will come together in the early twentyfirst century to create new dimensions in generational and ethnic relationships.
This case study projects a future in which a generation of older, better educated
and affluent Anglo workers will retire and need to be supported by the younger
work force which will then consist mainly of less well educated and less prosperous Latinos.
The authors examine both ends of the spectrum of projected policy options. In the worst-case scenario, present policies persist and the younger
Latinos, many of whom are immigrants, continue to lack the education and
social status which support a strong earning capacity. Under these circumstances they have neither the means nor the will to uphold the intergenerational
compact and society is torn by generationaVethnic conflict. In the best-case
scenario, social justice and enlightened self-interest lead the Anglos of the
1990s to make a commitment to affirmative action, quality public education,
and increased Latino political participation. The better educated, less oppressed Latinos are both more able and more willing to maintain the intergenerational compact. The authors see a "narrow' policy window" of 15 to 20
years in which the shift from worst- to best-case scenario can be initiated.
This book has shortcomings. It focuses on California and a largely immigrant Latino population, and omits New Mexico, whose Hispanic population
is deeply rooted and likely to have a very different set of intergenerational
issues and problems. The likelihood that the Boomers, especially female ones,
will work longer and thus modify labor force trends is not explored in detail.
The book also ignores the fact that, if present trends continue, the "Geriatric
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Boom" will be not only largely Anglo, it will also be largely female and intergenerational relationships will have important gender, as well as ethnic, dimensions. Even so, this is an important and thoughtful·book which should be
read by not only western scholars but all those who are interested in present
and future national issues and who expect, or hope, to be around in the new
century.
Janet ~oebuck
University of New Mexico

The Border and the Revolution. By Charles H. Harris III and Louis R. Sadler. (Las
Cruces: New Mexico State University, 1988. iii + 142 pp. Illustrations, notes.
$29.95 cloth, $17.95 paper.)
The Border and the Revolution is a small book with an ambitious title. Despite
appearances, this is not a book about the broad impact of the Mexican Revolution on the U.S.-Mexican border. Rather, it is a book that describes "the
extraordinary level of clandestine activity" that characterized life on the border
during the most violent phase of the Revolution, from 1910 to 1920. More
specifically, it is a collection of essays which authors Harris and Sadler have,
with one exception, published in a wide range of historical journals since 1975.
Its purpose is twofold: to help eliminate the "dearth of monographic studies"
focusing on border regions during the initial decade of the Revolution, while
also helping to serve as a "point of departure" for future studies in the growing
field of border history (p. iii).
The authors succeed in both their purposes. Following a general introductory essay on border history by Michael C. Meyer, the reader is treated to
seven essays about some of the most intriguing, if not bizarre, conspiracies of
the revolutionary era. Yes, these essays have almost all appeared elsewhere,
but never between two covers, and never in a form which makes them available
to a much wider interested audience.
Harris Sadler apply the frosting to their scholarly cake with the one new
essay of the group, an essay on perhaps the most intriguing conspiracy of
them all: the U.S. plot to assassinate Pancho Villa in the summer of 1916. The
authors provide a detailed account of how this covert operation failed, and
how it was ultimately covered up by everyone from General John J. Pershing
with the Punitive Expedition in Mexico to the Woodrow Wilson administration
in Washington, D.C.
,Its exemplary research on a complex border issue helps make The Border
and the Revolution a model for future border studies. Much like the spies and
counterspies they write of, Harris and Sadler can be justifiably proud of their
ability to uncover previously neglected or recently declassified documents which
often unlock long unsolved historical mysteries.
Impressed by such adroit detective work, the reader may be somewhat
disappointed by what The Border and the Revolution is missing. In addition to
a descriptive subtitle, the volume lacks a political map of the border, an index,
and a bibliography, although a final chapter on source material in U.s. government archives is useful. Less crucial, but nevertheless distracting, are the
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cosmetic problems caused by using reprints from different journals employing
different types, different type sizes, and different footnote forms.
Finally, the reader is left to ponder whether historical conclusions and
observations regarding the state of border research made as long ago as 1975
are still valid over a decade later. A concluding chapter by either Meyer or the
authors may well have cleared up such questions, while also serving as a
needed capstone to hold seven laudable, yet fairly disjointed essays together
as a finished book.
Richard Melzer
University of New Mexico, Valencia

Border Fury: A Picture Postcard Record of Mexico's Revolution and U.S. War Preparedness, 1910-1917. By Paul J. Vanderwood and Frank N. Samponaro. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. xi + 293 pp. Illustrations,
notes, bibliography, index. $27.50.)
Commercial picture postcards were novelties at the turn of the century,
and up to 1915, as the authors of Border Fury point out, Americans sent and
received them in a national "craze." The Mexican Revolution, beginning in
1910, and the accompanying military mobilization of the United States along
the Mexican border greatly stimulated the picture postcard trade, even as its
market waned overall. Thousands of photographs of these two historical events
thus survive in several collections. Vanderwood and Samponaro selected over
two hundred of them for inclusion in Border Fury.
More than a picture-book, this volume meshes historical and photographic
essays, pointing, even, to a whole new question that one set of postcards
would suggest demands historical investigation. Each of four chapters is divided into a moderate to medium length narration and a larger section of
captioned photos, one picture to a page. Chapter One relates the rise and fall
of the postcard business and the effect that events on the border had on it. Its
photos present an overview of the kinds of images that postcards rendered
familiar to Americans across the country, including the faces of Mexican leaders. Chapter Two focuses on the biography and photos of Walter H. Hearne,
most prolific a~d financially successful of the border photographers. Hearne's
motivations were purely monetary, but his entrepreneurial instincts produced
a distinctive photographic style and some valuable candid pictures.
The text in Chapter Three is a primer on the way the Mexican Revolution
affected the border area and American foreign policy. The shots here include
scenes of the 1914 American occupation of Vera Cruz; labor strife in Americanowned Mexican copper mines; Americans in border towns sight-seeing the
Mexican Revolution across the Rio Grande; the Texas Rangers oppressing Mexicans and Mexican Americans; and war refugees in rural Mexico. Chapter Four
tells of Pancho Villa's raid on Columbus, New Mexico; the retaliatory Pershing
and Langhorne expeditions; the opportunity presented by the Revolution to
the American military to modernize itself; and the hurry-and-wait experience
of American soldiers serving along the border.
The picture postcard did more than establish an archive for posterity. As
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a form of participatory mass communication, it also helped shape the events
it reflected. For example, as prime customers attaching personal reactions to
the pictures they sent home, American soldiers and sailors effectively promulgated the racist attitude against Mexicans that largely legitimized American
military activity along the border. Moreover, American and Mexican military
officers exploited the propaganda potential of the ever-present photographer.
Indeed, Hearne's most profitable set of pictures was of the execution of three
revolutionaries that a Mexican Federalist captain had invited him to capture
on film.
"Photographers write history with their cameras," the authors state on
their opening page, "and we are indebted to them for a better understanding
and appreciation of our past." Border Fury drives its own point home, giving
perspective on elements in a complex strip of history: for example, the participations of Blacks, Chinese, and Yaqui Indians in what we normally think
of as a Gringo-Mexican affair. Beyond their documentary service, old snapshots
such as those in Border Fury act as time machines, inviting us into their own
social and visual frames. The particular favorite of this reviewer is a picture
that Americans found inside a Mexican's lost camera during the invasion of
Vera Cruz. In it, seven Mexican naval cadets strike poses so natural and seemingly honest, that we feel personally introduced to the group and the personalities individually.
The volume is a quality production. It is also engagingly written (notwithstanding a couple of exaggerated interpretations.of quoted material; e.g.,
p. 114). Several of the photos, it should be mentioned, are graphic displays of
death and mutilation.
Phillip B. Gonzales
University of New Mexico
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